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Dame Ann Ebsworth was a judge of the Queen’s Bench Division from 1992 until 2001 and a circuit
judge from 1983 to 1992. She had the great distinction of being the first woman appointed to be a judge
of the Queen’s Bench Division. Although she referred to herself as a ‘safe pair of hands’ she was much
more than that. She cared deeply about the law, but even more deeply about justice.

Dame Ann devoted a great deal of her time to teaching advocacy. The South Eastern Circuit benefited
greatly from her involvement over many years in the annual course at Keble College for young
practitioners.

She died in 2002 of cancer when she was only 64. As the Guardian wrote shortly after her death, ‘She

leaves a lasting mark on the history of the legal world, and in the hearts of those fortunate enough to
have known her well’.
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