Update to the profession about CPS issues

I wanted to take this opportunity to clarify the current position regarding the proposed CPS panel scheme and the future of prosecution fees, which I know is causing some concern amongst criminal practitioners.

CPS panel scheme

The Bar Council has been holding discussions with the CPS for some months about the introduction of a panel scheme.  The aim of these discussions is to arrive at a proposal which creates a stable relationship between the CPS and the self-employed Bar and to address important issues such as ensuring quality and a consistent volume of work at all levels.  

The Bar Council published a consultation on the new proposals in November 2010.  Click here to view the consultation.  The Bar Council and the CPS are now considering the responses to the consultation and hope to be in a position in the next month or so to finalise the proposals in the light of those responses.  

Prosecution fees

In October 2010 the Director of Public Prosecutions wrote to the then Chairman of the Bar to say that as a result of the spending review settlement, the CPS would be required to deliver savings of 25% over the next three years.  The DPP said that he was keen to work with the Bar to identify potential areas of savings.  The Bar Council put together a team, which includes practitioners and a statistician, to work with the CPS to find efficiency savings.  The aim of the Bar Council’s group is to identify practical options for savings that would minimise the risk of arbitrary cuts to advocates’ fees.  In order to assist us with this important work, members of the profession are encouraged to send suggestions for savings to Adrian Vincent (Head of Remuneration and Policy) at the Bar Council by email: AVincent@barcouncil.org.uk
Conclusion

I can assure all members of the Bar that the Bar Council is working hard to fight your corner in the course of the continuing discussions, which may involve difficult choices and potentially tough decisions.  We will continue to keep you updated as and when we have more news to report.


Peter Lodder QC

Chairman of the Bar
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